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Mr. Parakh said that they would support the Bill only if the Government
promised to allot the revenue derived from motor taxation for the restoration of
cuts In grants to local bodies.

Eeplying to the debate, the Borne Member asked the House to consider in all
earnestness, whether a bouse which is about to be dissolved within the next twelve
months and would be replaced by a wholly democratic house, was going to leave
provincial revenues reduced by Es, 3 and a half lakhs and embarrass it. He
assured the House that all views expressed on the floor of the House would be
carefully considered and the Bill would be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon
simultaneously. Witnesses who desire to tender evidence beforetthe Committee
would be permitted to appear and they would also consider the question of keeping
rates at the present level in the Select Committee. Ho pointed out that motor
taxation was a legitimate source of taxation for the Government to impose directly
or indirectly, for the purpose of relieving the general tax-payer from the burden of
extra cost of maintenance made necessary by the development of more traffic.

The motion for circulation of the Bill was lost by 12 votes to 48, The Bill was
then referred to the Select Committee. The other official bills were introduced and
circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon.

NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION AGAINST PRESIDENT

Eesuming the debate on the No-confidence motion in the President, Mr. Gordon,
Revenue Member, on behalf of the Govern men b, said that one of the charges against
the President was that the President had not used his discretion properly in disallow-
ing some questions. The Government had always bowed to the ruling of the President
and he asked the Honourable Members to do so* As regards tho allegations about
the political scandal of which the President was aware and which he was alleged to
have suppressed, Mr. Gordon submitted that the whole affair camo to a close on March
9. last, with the dismissal of the Ministry, Mr. Gordon was amazod ut the charge
levelled against the Chair by Mr. Kedar, loader of tho People's Party. The leader
of the People's Party had made out no case against the President nnd it passed the
Eevenue Member's comprehension how the President's action at the time when he
gave his casting vote against the last Ministry, that the Ministry should resign,
could in any way be called as an action prompted by bias and was other than
honest. The Eevenue Member could not remember a single incident during the Presi-
dent's last four years' career, when the President had acted partially.

The President then   called  upon Mr. Kedar to make his final speech.

Mr, Kedar enquired whether the President was not going to moko any statement.
The President replied that he would make a statement before putting the motion
to the House.

Mr, Kedar submitted that the President was in the position of an accused and
he had the right to make statement, but it was inherently wrong to Hay that the
accused will have the final right of reply.

The President conceded that he was to be defended by the House and the
Honourable Members of the House, who spoke against tho "no-confidence" motion,
had defended him and under the Standing Orders, the President could address the
House before ^putting the motion to the vote of the House.

Eeplying to the debate, Mr. Kedar said that it was a mistake to divorce the
President's conduct outside the House from his conduct in tho Council, If it could be
shown that the President's dignity, high integrity and other qualities had been im-
paired by virtue of his conduct outside the House, when ho sought favours from
the Minister for Local Self-Government, the charges against the President had been
proved and it could confidently be said that the President was unfit to occupy
the Chair. Even the Eevenue Member had not supported tho President in his
conduct outside the House in seeking petty favours from the Minister. There was
nothing in his defence which mitigated the constitutional offence that had been
committed. The speoches of those who supported the President seemed to him to
have been written by the same hand and apppeared to have been prepared before
the mover had opened _his lips (Laughter). What they wanted was a president
who would not dabble in party politics, either inside or outside the House, and
wcrald act up to the ideals set up by the Speaker in the House of Commons.

Concluding Mr. Kedar urged that if the President's conscience told him that he

iDu.wh,ich. he should not have acted and sought favours

toresign Jromthe